TUTOR TALK
SPRING 2017

o Make good lesson plans better: Hands-

on group work Monday, Aprll 3, 2017

o Know what GLA expects of you in the
classroom

e Understand how GLA implements state Greenvi"e Learning Center
standards
225 S. Pleasantburg Drive, Suite C-10

o Enjoy making your lessons relevant to
your students

9am - 11am

=)
DQI 6pm - 8pm

%% For the first 20 minutes of the In-service, we will celebrate
G LA Volunteer Appreciation Month with refreshments and networking.
GREENVILLE LITERACY ABE and ESL breakout sessions will follow.

ASSOCIATION

Save the date!

GLA will host a celebration for our GED Graduates
on Tuesday, May 23rd, 2017
at 6:30 PM
At Larkins Saw Mill
22 Graves Dir.
Greenville, SC 29609

The World Is
Yours To Conquer \




Tutor Highlights

Greenville ESL

Victoria Welborn is an outstanding
tutor who began volunteering in 2011.
She has taught most levels of ESL,
has tutored math and taught citizen-
ship classes.

Victoria spent many years working as
a science librarian at colleges and
universities and had often thought of
teaching ESL but lacked the training
and knowledge to do so until, after a
job loss, she took the GLA training.

"l like just about everything about
being a tutor. | have always loved to
teach, and it is so much more fun to
teach when people are eager to learn.
What | particularly like about tutoring
at GLA is working in a room filled with
people from all over the world. It
seems that every class loves to laugh
and have fun.

| admire my students. Many of them
work full time, take care of families,
and then still have the time and ener-
gy to attack learning English. In Sep-
tember, | will be going to Ecuador to
teach English for a year. As | plan and
think about it | think of my students -
how they are handling learning a new
language and embracing a new cul-
ture. When | get scared or worried
about being in Ecuador and learning
Spanish, | use them as inspiration. |
hope that | can be as “tough” as they
are."

The support that tutors at GLA get
from the staff is outstanding. | will
always credit GLA for giving me what |
needed to find a new career.

Welc®mel

to new Tutors trained in March

Joyce Rogers
Laura MacPherson
Rachel Jefferys
Kaleigh Cox

Sally Hinson
David Enter

Jean Fontaine

Nan Kislik

Nancy Wilmoth
Linda Green
Lizzie McCallion
Angelo Tartaro
Dan Ruck

Simpsonville David
Gilliland became a
tutor in 2011. Look-
ing for a volunteer
opportunity he de-
cided that he want-
ed to do something
that not only helped
others but that he
would find challenging too. Tutoring a
pre-algebra class certainly fit the bill
on both counts. He feels that by inter-
vening at the lower level in math he
can often help a student lay down a
solid foundation and develop the con-
fidence to tackle more advanced
math skills. He finds that by making
problems practical and pertaining to
the real world he can help students
make the connection and understand
the concept. For example, when the
algebra teacher told him how often
students cannot differentiate be-
tween area and perimeter he intro-
duced the familiar phrase ‘secure the
perimeter’ as something police would
do at the scene of a crime. By draw-
ing a house and asking the students
how much yellow police tape would be
needed to secure the perimeter stu-
dents quickly realized that it would
mean the distance around the house.
David says that he feels he has done
his job when students tell him how
they have been able to use, in a prac-
tical way, a skill he has taught them,
for example to figure out the percent
of discount on an item on sale. Thank
you David for your patience and ener-
gy as you help equip our students
with the life skills they need.

Greer
ESL tutor David Anderson has been
volunteering at the Greer Learning
Center for over a year. During his time
in Greer he has had the opportunity to
teach reading comprehension to our
advanced students as well as a citizen-
ship class. David feels he’s learned a
lot from his students and believes hu-
mility is the most

rewarding thing F""

about being a tutor. |
The staff truly ap-
preciates David’s
commitment to the
students and the
uniqueness he
brings to the class-
room

Greenville ABE
Danielle McFarlane has been teaching
GED Reading since the spring of 2015.

After being diagnosed with Breast Can-
cer in 2012 and completing treatment
she wanted to be involved in life again.
The Cancer Society of Greenville Coun-
ty helped her gain the confidence to
seek out a volunteer position at GLA.
“What | find most rewarding about
being a tutor is the interaction | have
with my students. | get so excited see-
ing their enthusiasm grow as they im-
prove their skills and comprehension”
Danielle explains. To get to know her
student’s goals, she gives them a
questionnaire at the beginning of each
term. In describing her students, Dan-
ielle says “the stories my students
share with me exemplify their tenacity,
strength, and perseverance and leave
me in awe of their dedication. Those
who work 2 jobs and still find time to
attend class, take care of sick family
members and complete their assign-
ments enrich my experience as a tutor
and encourage me to be a better
teacher.”

We are so thank-
ful to have Dan-
ielle as part of
the Greenville

team.




Greenville's buzzing! Join GLA supporters and staff for Bee a Better Greenville! This fun
adult spelling bee is a revival of an archived GLA event and we are thrilled to be bringing
it back. Feeling competitive? Contact vaughn@greenvilleliteracy.org to put a team togeth-
er. Not so much? Click here for audience tickets!

Larkin's Sawmill (22 Graves Dr.)
Hosted by JDew
Cocktails and heavy hors' d oeuvres to precede competition.

GLA

GREENVILLE LITERACY
ASSOCIATION
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GREENVILLE

A spelling competition among corporate
teams of 4 featuring emcee JDew. Bring

Thursday, March 30

your enthusiasm! Create team costumes/ from 6-9 pm
themes to help your spellers stand out! vl =
Prizes to the first place team. at Larkln S Sawmlll

Details & Registration Information: GreenvilleLiteracy.org/bee

THREE WAYS TO ATTEND:

* BEE a corporate sponsor

« BEE an individual fundraiser ($1500 min./team of 4)
« BEE an audience member ($25/person)

To BEE involved, contact Eleanor Vaughn at
(864) 467-3458 or vaughn@greenvilleliteracy.org.

Sponsored by Greenville Journal

We want your ideas!
Tutor talk is a forum to exchange ideas and tips. Just like
you, we are always looking for new and better ways to help
students. If you have an interesting idea, valuable tip or a
great website to share, please call Harriet at
864 688-2212 or email to: withers@greenvilleliteracy.org

March:

April:

If you change your email address, please let Wendy know May:
at: Hamilton@greenvilleliteracy.org

A

June:

GLA Calendar
30 - GLA Spelling Bee - Details on page 3
3 - GLA In-service for all tutors, all centers
will be closed. Details on page 1

14 - Spring break, all centers closed.

23 - GED graduation celebration -
Details on page 1

3 - ABE Workshop 9:00 am- 3:30pm GVL office
10 - ESL Workshop 9:00 am—3:30pm GVL office



mailto:withers@greenvilleliteracy.org
http://www.greenvilleliteracy.org/bee
mailto:vaughn@greenvilleliteracy.org
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E199148&id=13

